Chapter VIII
FEVER
THE longer we had remained near the
haciendas on the frontier, the longer the absurd
chattering as to our true purposes had continued.
This was not so of the more intelligent people, of
course; but, when some imaginative minds set to
work, the results were astounding.
So, having already arranged for the Expedition
to avoid the civilised points and turn sharply west-
wards as soon as it arrived at the mouth of the
Yasuni, I went on to await it and avoid further
comment.
A few days away was a stretch of river-bank once
called Oasis. I had had reports of some interesting
pieces of old pottery having been found there after
unusually high floods. The site was not far above
the Yasuni's mouth, where the .Expedition would
rendezvous; therefore I decided to make a camp
and excavate until we should be together again,
I had engaged three Indians from San Miguel to
do the digging; and these, with Hector, made up
the party, Three days5 travel brought us to the
vicinity, Clearing a space in the jungle, we soon
had our camp erected,
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